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Reception

From: Ministry of Justice <ministryofjustice@gov.ab.ca>
Sent: August 25, 2022 4:04 PM
Subject: Commissioner Brenda Lucki says there have been no RCMP reforms 
Attachments: Commissioner Brenda Lucki says there have been no RCMP reforms.pdf

Dear Mayor/Reeve and Council, 
  
The Mass Casualty Commission is an independent inquiry into the deadliest mass killing in Canadian history, 
which occurred two years ago in Nova Scotia on April 18th-19th, 2020. You can watch the testimony here: 
https://masscasualtycommission.ca/ 
  
Testimony from senior RCMP officers and from Commissioner Brenda Lucki has laid bare the bureaucratic 
mismanagement of RCMP headquarters. I believe it also demonstrates how the dual mandate of the RCMP, 
which provides contract policing to 169 communities and federal policing, is failing Canadians. Commissioner 
Lucki also claimed that the RCMP is underfunded, a claim which was flatly rejected by Nova Scotia’s Justice 
Minister (https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/nova-scotia-justice-minister-dismisses-rcmp-assertion-of-chronic-
underfunding-1.6040586). 
  
I have attached a PDF of a G&M news story that was published yesterday reporting on testimony provided by 
RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki. In particular, I would highlight for your attention the following excerpts: 

       RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki told a public inquiry into the 2020 Nova Scotia mass shooting that 
there have been no reforms to the national police force in the more than 28 months since the deadly 
gun rampage, despite a series of problems exposed by the Mounties’ response to the violence. 

       In her testimony, Commissioner Lucki said she couldn’t directly answer questions about why the RCMP’s 
national headquarters hadn’t acted upon requests from the Nova Scotia RCMP for a formal review of the 
police response to the shooting. And she also didn’t respond directly to questions about why the force 
hasn’t made any improvements – particularly in areas such as policy, staffing in rural areas, equipment 
and cadet training – that could help prevent another tragedy from happening. 

       The commissioner said some of the challenges highlighted by the Nova Scotia mass shooting raise 
broader questions about the future of rural policing in Canada. The RCMP provide policing under 
contract to 169 communities, a service that gets a 30-per-cent subsidy from Ottawa. 

       During Wednesday’s testimony, she acknowledged that the RCMP had made mistakes in Nova Scotia. 
But she stopped short of saying the Mounties should have used the province’s Ready Alert system to 
notify the public that the killer was on the loose. At the time of the incident, she said, it wasn’t the 
RCMP’s practice to use the alert system for anything other than severe weather events. Instead, the 
force used Twitter to warn the public of the killings. 

       The commissioner also defended Chief Superintendent Chris Leather, who has been criticized for his 
decision during the manhunt to ignore an offer of help from the chief of the Truro Police, who had 
officers nearby able to assist. Commissioner Lucki said the RCMP commander had a lot going on, and 
that the Truro police should have directed their offer elsewhere. 

  
Thank you,  
Tyler Shandro 
Minister of Justice and Solicitor General  


