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Northern Alberta Elected Leaders 
59 Leedy Drive 
Whitecourt, Alberta T7S 1X1 
 
 
June 14, 2024 
 
Dear Elected Leaders; 
 
RE:  ALIGNMENT OF PRIORITIES FOR OUR NORTHERN REGION 
 
In reflecting on our recent meeting in March of 2024, I want to underscore the 
importance of our connections and friendships, which are invaluable assets 
within our community. However, as we move forward, it's vital that we direct our 
attention to broader issues that affect us all. 
 
During the meeting, much of the discussion revolved around updates from 
various areas. While these updates are necessary, it's imperative that we also 
address common challenges that impact our region as a whole. 
 
We need to prioritize issues of collective concern, such as mental health support, 
addressing the challenges of drought, and finding ways to streamline engineering 
plans to reduce costs across all municipalities. These are pressing matters that 
demand our collective focus and action. 
 
The recent events surrounding COVID have highlighted the importance of 
looking at the bigger picture. For instance, the debate over mandatory 
vaccination mandates demonstrated the need for unity and collaboration. It's 
clear that our region's well-being hinges on our ability to come together and 
tackle significant challenges head-on.  During the period of the vaccine rollout, 
only one municipality voiced opposition to drafting a letter against the mandate, 
resulting in no correspondence being sent. 
 
The entire group withdrew support, leaving the remaining municipalities without 
advocates. Only two counties objected, effectively blocking progress for the 
others. Urban centers, influenced by anti-industry sentiments, are exerting 
mounting political and lifestyle pressures, threatening livelihoods. Rural 
municipalities, particularly those in the north, must unite to withstand these 
challenges. 
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Moving forward, let's concentrate our efforts on supporting initiatives that benefit 
our northern region as a whole, including advocating for youth empowerment and 
ensuring our educational system sets them up for success. By aligning our 
priorities with the broader interests of our region, we can create a more resilient 
and prosperous future for everyone. 
 
Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact myself at (780) 
926-7405 or Darrell Derksen, Chief Administrative Officer at (780) 927-3718.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Joshua Knelsen 
Reeve 
Mackenzie County 
 
 
c. Mackenzie County Council 


